Recognizing Ideologies

Recognizing ideologies involves understanding
the beliefs that guide a person or group If yvou
know a group's ideolcgy, you know many of its val-
ues and assumptions, and vou can make fairly reli-
able predicuons about ws positions on many issucs

Explanation
To decide on the 1deological aricntaton of an au-
thor, follow these steps
* Read the passage carefully, then uy to put the au-
thor’s main points into your own words.
* Compare the author’s ideas to what you know of
ltberal and conservative 1deologics
= Ifyou find a close At berween the ideas expressed
and a parucular ideology, chances are the author
holds other views associated with that ideology
An ideology 1s a set of behiefs about government
and sociery. Ideologies are important in shaping par-
_ues” platiorms. Ideologies also change over ume. In
recent decades two major ideologics have dominat-
ed Amencan polics. hiberalism and conservatism
Liberals generally support a strong role far the fed-
eral government in promoung minonty rights, so-
c1al reform, and efforis o regulate the economy
Conscrvatives generally want to limit the role of
government i solving social problems
Read the tollowing passage

'I: say “that government is best which governs
least™ is not to yearn for anarchy: it is to say that
those laws are best that don't require a huge appa-
ratus of surveidlance and enforcement. The foolish-
ness of Profubition was that 1t pitted the law
agamnst deep-rooted wavs of life. Socalism makes
the same mistake on an even larger scale
=JOsErH SOBRAN,
Nanovar Review, Decemser 31, 1985

The first step an analyzing an author's ideological
ornentation s to restate the passage in your own
words The previous passage might be paraphrased
as follows. “Laws that go against wraditional ways in
order 10 promote reform violate people’s hberry ™

The sccond step 15 to compare the main ideas with
different ideologies. The author 1s concerned with
presecving tradinon and individual hiberues and op
poses social expenmentauon These are conservative
opinions You can predict that the author will hold
conservauve views on other subjects

Remember that such predicuons can only be edu-
cated guesses. Liberal and conservarive idcologies
vary from ume to ume and from individual to ind:
vidual. Many people take liberal positions on one
issuc and conservauve posiuons on other issues.

Practice

Now rcad the following passage, and use whar
you have learned about ideologies to answer the
quesuons that follow,

’p:e welfare state is based, i the first place, upon
acceptance of collective responsibility for prowiding
allindividuals with equality of opportumity.
Second . . the welfare state assumes responsibility
for the basic economc security of those who are
unable ... to provide such security for themselves.

- Third, the welfare state assumes the responsi-
bility for reducing great disparities [inequahties]
in the distribution of wealth. . . . Finally, the wel-
fire state assumes the responsibality for promoting
the full employment of our manpower. . .

—HUBERT H HuMPHREY,
THE AMERICAN SCHOLAR, AUTUMN, 1955

What does the author mean by “the welfare state™
Daes he approve or disapprove of it?

State the author’s main points 1n your own words
Do you think that the author s liberal or conserva:
uve? Explan your answer,

What posiion do you thunk the author would take
on wage and pnce controls to combat inflavon?
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Additional Practice

To practice this skifl, see Reinforcing the Skill

[ on page 253. i




